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DETAILED ACTION 

Notice to Applicant 

1. This communication is in response to the application filed on 11/12/03. Claims 1- 
76 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-76 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Donlan et al. (2004/0088737) in view of Poli et al. (2002/0178455). 

As per claim 1 , Donlan discloses a method, comprising: receiving location 
information from a customer obtaining a consumer electronics host device, wherein the 
consumer electronics host device is capable of receiving a digital cable service over a 
cable network (See Donlan, Paragraphs 0025-0027); selecting a provider of digital 
cable services serving a geographical area including a location corresponding to the 
location information (See Donlan, Paragraph 0012); providing to a provisioning input 
system the location information from the customer (See Donlan, Paragraphs 0025- 
0027). 
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Donlan does not explicitly disclose a service provider identifier associated with 
the provider of cable digital services; and providing the consumer electronics host 
device to the customer. 

However, these features are known in the art, as evidenced by Poli. In particular, 
Poli suggests a service provider identifier associated with the provider of cable digital 
services (See Poli, Paragraph 0005; 0042); and providing the consumer electronics host 
device to the customer (See Poli, Paragraph 0005). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have included the features of Poli within the system of Donlan with the 
motivation of providing [0022] The control channels used with the invention can 
comprise out-of-band channels, in-band channels, or a combination of both. The 
message source can comprise, e.g., a wide-area access controller that communicates 
the control channel configuration messages to said terminals via local controllers. In a 
cable television embodiment, the wide-area access controller can comprise, for 
example, one of a cable television local, regional, national or international access 
system, the local controllers can comprise cable television headends, and the terminals 
can comprise cable television terminals (See Poli, Paragraph 0022). 



As per claim 2, Poli discloses the method further comprising: determining an 
identifier of a type of conditional access module based in part on the selected provider 
of the digital cable service (See Poli, Paragraph 0042); and providing to the provisioning 
input system the identifier of the conditional access module (See Poli, Paragraph 0042). 
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As per claim 3, Poli discloses the method further comprising: operatively 
connecting the conditional access module with the consumer electronics host device, 
wherein the conditional access module is of the type of conditional access module 
identified (See Poli, Paragraph 0042). 

As per claim 4, Poli discloses the method further comprising: scanning an optical 
bar code to determine the identifier associated with the conditional access module (See 
Poli, Paragraph 0042). 

As per claim 5, Donlan discloses the method comprising: enabling a conditional 
access scheme for use with the consumer electronics device (See Donlan, Paragraph 
0025). 

As per claim 6, Poli discloses the method wherein the provisioning input system 
incorporates a point-of-sale terminal (See Poli, Paragraphs 0035-0036). 

As per claim 7, Donlan discloses the method further comprising the step of: 
displaying on a computer monitor feature information pertaining to the consumer 
electronics host device (See Donlan, Paragraph 0025). 
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As per claim 8, Donlan discloses the method wherein the computer monitor 
further displays service information associated with the digital cable service offered by 
the provider of digital cable service (See Donlan, Paragraphs 0025-0027). 

As per claim 9, Donlan discloses the method wherein the feature information 
displayed is provided by a kiosk terminal located in a retail store (See Donlan, 
Paragraph (See Dolan, Paragraph 0047-0048). 

As per claim 10, Donlan discloses the method further comprising the steps of: 
receiving service selection information from the customer regarding at least one or more 
services offered by the provider of digital cable services (See Donlan, Paragraph 0047); 
and providing the service selection information to the provisioning input system (See 
Donlan, Paragraph 0047). 

As per claim 1 1 , Donlan discloses the method wherein the service selection 
information pertains to one from the group of personal video recording, basic cable 
programming service, premium cable programming service, telephony service, musical 
audio service, and high speed Internet access service (See Donlan, Paragraph 0004). 

As per claim 12, Donlan discloses the method wherein the service selection 
information pertains to an enhanced service provided on the cable network (See 
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As per claim 13, Donlan discloses the method wherein the consumer electronic 
host device is integrated with a digital television (See Donlan, Paragraphs 0025-0027). 

As per claim 14, Donlan discloses the method wherein the consumer electronic 
host device provides video signals to a television (See Donlan, Paragraphs 0025-0027). 

As per claim 15, Donlan discloses the method further comprising the steps of." 
receiving service selection information from the customer regarding a service offered by 
the provider of digital cable services (See Donlan, Paragraphs 0025-0027); determining 
a feature related capability of the consumer electronics host device (See Donlan, 
Paragraphs 0025-0027) ; and determining whether the service selection information is 
compatible with the feature related capability of the consumer electronics host device 
(See Donlan, Paragraphs 0025-0027). 

As per claim 16, Donlan discloses the method wherein the provider of the digital 
cable service also provides at least one service from the group of musical audio service, 
telephone service, and high speed data service (See Donlan, Paragraph 0004). 

As per claim 17, Donlan discloses the method further comprising the step of 
providing the customer with a printed or electronic summary of at least part of the 



Application/Control Number: 10/712,822 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3687 

information provided to the provisioning input system (See Donlan, Paragraphs 0025- 
0027). 

As per claim 18, Donlan discloses the method wherein the summary includes a 
transaction reference number (See Donlan, Paragraphs 0047-0049). 

Claims 19-76 reflect the same limitations as claims 1-18 are therefore rejected 
for the same reasons given above, and incorporated herein. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VANEL FRENEL whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6769. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew S. Gart can be reached on 571-272-3955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3687 



February 26, 2010 



